Garey Says “Gestapo” Charges Justified

New York Phase
Of Cox Inquiry
Concluded

By BRUCE ROBERTSON

ACCUSATIONS made by the
House Select Committee investiga-
ting the FCC “that the Commission
had set up a Gestapo which under
the guise of lawful and proper in-
vestigation was violating the con-
stitutional rights of individuals”
has been amply justified and sup-
ported by the evidence adduced in
New York during the past month,
Eugene L. Garey, general counsel
of the Committee, declared last Fri-
day as the New York proceedings
adjourned.

In his closing statement, Mr.
Garey said the testimony developed
“a shameful picture” that adds “a
sordid and black page to our Amer-
ican history”., He previously had
alluded to the story of Lido Belli,
which he had branded as a “shame-
ful” case.

“Deplorable and heart-sickening
as these activities of the Commis-
sion and its allies in the illegal
seizure and usurpation of power
and governmental functions have
been discovered to be”, Mr. Garey
said, “they represent but a small
phase of this Committee’s work.
The results of the investigation
into other phases of the Commis-
sion’s activities will be made public
at subsequent hearings to be held
in Washington.

“We know now that it can happen
here because it has happened here.
We have had related to us stories
depicting a series of consistent acts
reflecting unlawful conduct by the
FCC and OWI. Constitutional
rights accorded to every American
have been flagrantly violated by a
Gestapo, drunk with unlawful
power and running amuck.

“The letters which I have read
into the record today indicate that
the Committee’s labors are bearing
some fruit and that the Commission
is evidencing an intention to sin no
more, in certain respects, at least.
I cannot refrain from expressing
the hope that the reformation, be-
lated though it is, is permanent.”

Mr. Garey also presented to the
Committee, represented by its
Chairman, Rep. E. E, Cox (D-Ga.)
further evidence in support of its
charges that Office of War Infor-
mation executives had taken an un-
authorized and excessive interest
in the personnel of foreign lan-
guage stations, despite the fact
that the Office of Censorship is
the only government agency em-
powered to rule any individual off
the air.

One of the witnesses, an alien
and a former member of the Fas-
cist party, testified he had been
employed at a broadcasting sta-

age

tion at the “suggestion” of OWI
officials, taking over the duties of
a man who had been ousted at the
suggestions of these same officials.
Commenting on the apparent fond-
ness of the OWI for putting non-
citizens on the air, Mr. Garey said
that the OWI itself currently has
more than 400 aliens on its pay-
roll, citing the Congressional Rec-
ord as authority for that state-
ment.

Congress Action Sought

With the completion of this phase
of the Committee’s investigation,
hearings will be resumed in Wash-
ington Monday on FCC draft defer-
ments with Rep. Louis E. Miller
(R-Mo.) presiding. These will con-
sume two or three days. Then the
Committee proposes to draft its in-
terim report, along with legislative
recommendations to the House, to
be presented with the reconvening
of Congress Sept. 14, It is regarded
as a foregone conclusion that the
Committee will ask Congress to
transfer the so-called war activ-
ities of the FCC, covering opera-
tions of the Radio Intelligence Di-
vision and Federal Broadcast In-
telligence Service to the military.
Such a transfer had been recom-
mended to President Roosevelt by
the joint chiefs of staff in a pro-
posed executive order drafted last
February but which never has been
executed. This disclosure proved
the highlight of the proceedings,
which opened July 2.

First day’s hearings were de-
voted to the testimony of Mr. Bel-
li and to material on him in the
FCC files, which combined to show
that the OWI’s unproved charges
against him had been sufficient to
prevent him from conducting his
business as a time broker for some
nine montlis, resulting in loss to
him of more than $90,000. On thc
following day, Renzo Nissim, hired
Mr. Belli to operate his business
on the recommendation of the OWI.
told of his failure to find any sup-
port for the accusations that Mr.
Belli was a Fascist and of his ef-
forts to restore to Mr. Belli the
conduct of his own business.

War Spirit Admitted

Another development of the
week was the testimony of Duccio
Tabet, an alien and an ex-member
of the Fascist party employed as
censor and translator at WOV.
who admitted himself so imbued
with the war spirit that he would
not even allow a Christmas reli-
gious program to refer to the
Christian doctrine of forgiveness
for fear that some listener migh
think he should forgive the Nazis
and Fascists.

Mr. Garey entered into the rec-
ord the testimony of a number of
foreign language announcers, cen-
sors, monitors and other station
employes, taken privately and
sworn to by them, to save the time
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of putting them all on the stand,
so that the hearings on this phase
of the committee’s investigation
could be concluded. He also put
Ralph Weil, manager of WOV,
and William I. Moore, assistant
manager of WBNX, briefly on the
stand to complete the testimony on
matters previously developed.

Another story of alleged illegal
interference by Lee Falk, chief of
the foreign language section of the
OWI’s radio division, in the per-
sonnel of domestic foreign lan-
guage broadcasting stations was
disclosed in the opening sessions of
the hearings on Tuesday. Testimony
by Lido Belli, Italian language
producer and time broker, and
documentary evidence from the
FCC files, purported that Mr, Belli
was deprived of his right to engage
in broadcasting activities for nine
months, costing him some $90,000,
and regained his right to control
his business only after he had
agreed to discharge his former em-
ployes and to hire persons proposed
by Mr. Falk and Alan Cranston,
Falk’s superior at OWI,

Born in Italy in 1904, Relli
Rizeri came to this country in 1926,
taking the professional name of
Lido Belli when he entered radio
as an announcer in 1931. In 1933
he started Lido Belli Radio Produc-
tions Inc., buying about five hours a
day on WBNX New York and re-
tailing it for commercial programs
and announcements broadcast in
Italian.

Dec. 9, 1941, two days after
Pearl Harbor, he was picked up by
government agents and detained
two weeks at Ellis Island, after
which he was released on tem-
porary parole to W. C. Alcorn,
gencral manager of WBNX., A
month later the reviewing section,
Alien Enemy Control Unit, Dept.
of Justice, reported that it had
found “no evidence to indicate any
Fascist sympathy on the part of
the alien or any anti-American
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tendencies,” and on Jan. 30, 1942,
Mr. Belli’s parole was made per-
manent,

Six months later, according to
the FCC file on Mr. Belli, Lee Falk
sent a memorandum to the Alien
Enemy Control Unit, “pointing to
the dangerous nature of Lido
Belli’s activities. It was based
mainly on the analysis made by the
Foreign Broadcast Intelligence
Service [of the FCC] and the testi-
mony of Dr. Brunori.,” Summoned
before Edward J. Ennis, director,
AECU, Mr. Belli on Aug, 27, 1942,
agreed to “temporarily cease all ra-
dio broadcasting activity. This in-
cludes the preparation or control
of any material used in radio broad-
casting or the engaging by me
[Belli] in any way of any activity
relating to radio broadcasting.”

OWI Renewed Charges

Until he was finally released from
this prohibition in May of this year,
Mr. Belli testified, his secretary
and Mr. Alcorn handled his finan-
cial affairs for him. Mr. Garey
read into the record memoranda
from E. K. Jett, chief engineer of
the Commission, to FFCC Chairman
James Lawrence Fly, transmitting
monitoring reports of Italian lan-
guage programs on WBNX, total-
ing at that time about 132 hours
a month.

Analyses of the Sunday after-
noon [Italian Varieties, made in
March, revealed that the news all
came from United Nations sources
and that “the program seems
harmless,” In May, however, after
Mr. Falk had written to Nathan
David, FCC assistant general at-
torney, that “quick action is neces-
sary” on Mr. Belli, Mr. Jett re-
ported that a study of the news-
casts on the Morning Parade, a
weekday WBNX program with 20
participating sponsors, indicated
that the announcer wanted “the
public to believe that the Axis pow-
ers may not fare so badly.” All but
three of the 18 broadcasts studied
concluded with an “ominous note for
the Allies,” the report stated. Both
of these programs were announced
by Mr. Belli and his assistant
Hugo Neri, the report said, adding
that Gaetano Salvemini, professor
of Italian history at Harvard, had
charged Mr. Neri with Fascist
tendencies.

0-C Interested in Case

Dr. Nicola Brunori, on whose
testimony against Mr. Belli Mr.
Falk had relied in his own charges
to the AECU, was described by Mr.
Belli as a doctor who had come to
him with an idea for a nutrition
program, for which Mr. Belli gave
him a daily quarter-hour of the
time Mr. Belli purchased from the
station. Stating that he had almost
daily arguments with Dr. Brunori
about the latter’s habit of running
several minutes over his allotted
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