
Garey Says "Gestapo" Charges Justified 
New York Phase 

Of Cox Inquiry 
Concluded 

By B R U C E R O B E R T S O N 
A C C U S A T I O N S made by t he 
House Select Commit tee invest iga-
t i ng the FCC " t h a t the Commission 
had set up a Gestapo which under 
the guise of l a w f u l and proper in-
vest igat ion was violat ing the con-
s t i tu t iona l r i gh t s of indiv iduals" 
ha s been amply just i f ied and sup-
por ted by the evidence adduced in 
New York du r ing the p a s t month , 
E u g e n e L. Garey, genera l counsel 
of the Committee, declared las t F r i -
day as the New York proceedings 
ad jou rned . 

In his closing s ta tement , Mr. 
Garey said the t es t imony developed 
"a shamefu l p i c tu re" t h a t adds "a 
sordid and black page to our Amer-
ican h is tory" . He previously had 
al luded to the s to ry of Lido Belli, 
which he had b randed as a " shame-
f u l " case. 

"Deplorable and hear t -s ickening 
as these act ivi t ies of the Commis-
sion and i ts allies in the illegal 
seizure and usu rpa t ion of power 
and governmenta l func t ions have 
been discovered to be", Mr. Garey 
said, " they r ep resen t but a small 
phase of th is Committee 's work . 
The resu l t s of the invest igat ion 
into other phases of the Commis-
sion's act ivi t ies will be made public 
a t subsequent hea r ings to be held 
in Wash ing ton . 

" W e know now t h a t it can happen 
here because it ha s happened here. 
We have had re la ted to us s tor ies 
depict ing a series of consistent ac ts 
reflecting un l awfu l conduct by the 
F C C and OWI. Const i tut ional 
r i gh t s accorded to every Amer ican 
have been flagrantly violated by a 
Gestapo, d r u n k with u n l a w f u l 
power and r u n n i n g amuck. 

"The le t t e r s which I have read 
into the record today indicate t h a t 
t he Committee 's labors a re bea r ing 
some f r u i t and t h a t the Commission 
is evidencing an intent ion to sin no 
more, in cer ta in respects , a t least . 
I cannot r e f r a i n f r o m express ing 
the hope t h a t the r e fo rma t ion , be-
lated though it is, is p e r m a n e n t . " 

Mr . Garey also presented to the 
Committee, represen ted by its 
Cha i rman , Rep. E . E. Cox (D-Ga.) 
f u r t h e r evidence in suppor t of its 
charges t h a t Office of W a r I n f o r -
mat ion executives had t aken an un-
authorized and excessive in te res t 
in the personnel of fo re ign lan-
guage s ta t ions , despite the f a c t 
t h a t t he Office of Censorship is 
the only government agency em-
powered to rule any individual off 
the a i r . 

One of the witnesses , an alien 
and a f o r m e r member of t he Fas -
cist p a r t y , testified he had been 
employed a t a b roadcas t ing s ta-

t ion a t the " sugges t ion" of OWI 
officials, t a k i n g over the dut ies of 
a man who had been ousted a t the 
suggest ions of these same officials. 
Comment ing on the a p p a r e n t fond-
ness of the OWI f o r p u t t i n g non-
citizens on the air , Mr. Garey said 
t h a t t he OWI itself cu r ren t ly ha s 
more t h a n 400 aliens on i t s pay-
roll, citing- the Congressional Rec-
ord as au tho r i t y f o r t h a t s ta te -
ment . 

Congress Action Sought 
Wi th the completion of th is phase 

of the Committee 's invest igat ion, 
h e a r i n g s will be resumed in W a s h -
ington Monday on F C C d r a f t defer -
ments wi th Rep. Louis E . Miller 
(R-Mo.) presiding. These will con-
sume two or th ree days. Then the 
Committee proposes to d r a f t i ts in-
t e r im repor t , along wi th legislat ive 
recommendat ions to the House, to 
be presen ted wi th the reconvening 
of Congress Sept . 14. I t is r ega rded 
as a fo regone conclusion t h a t the 
Committee will ask Congress to 
t r a n s f e r the so-called w a r activ-
it ies of the FCC, covering opera-
t ions of the Radio Intel l igence Di-
vision and Federa l Broadcas t In-
tell igence Service to the mi l i t a ry . 
Such a t r a n s f e r had been recom-
mended to Pres iden t Roosevelt by 
the jo in t chiefs of staff in a pro-
posed executive order d r a f t e d las t 
F e b r u a r y bu t which never ha s been 
executed. This disclosure proved 
the h igh l igh t of the proceedings, 
which opened Ju ly 2. 

F i r s t day ' s h e a r i n g s were de-
voted to the tes t imony of Mr. Bel-
li and to ma te r i a l on him in the 
F C C files, which combined to show 
t h a t the OWI ' s unproved charges 
a g a i n s t him had been sufficient to 
prevent him f r o m conducting his 
business as a t ime broker f o r some 
nine months , resu l t ing in loss to 
him of more than $90,000. On the 
fol lowing day, Renzo Nissim, hired 
Mr. Belli to opera te his business 
on the recommendat ion of the OWL 
told of his f a i l u r e to find any sup-
por t f o r the accusat ions t h a t Mr. 
Belli was a Fasc i s t and of his e f -
f o r t s to res tore to Mr. Belli the 
conduct of his own business. 

W a r Spir i t Admi t ted 
Another development of the 

week w a s the tes t imony of Duccio 
Tabet , an alien and an ex-member 
of the Fasc i s t p a r t y employed as 
censor and t r a n s l a t o r a t WOV. 
who admi t ted himself so imbued 
with the w a r sp i r i t t h a t he would 
not even allow a Chr i s tmas reli-
gious p r o g r a m to r e f e r to the 
Chr i s t ian doctr ine of forg iveness 
f o r f e a r t h a t some l is tener migh 
think he should fo rg ive the Naz is 
and Fasc is t s . 

Mr. Garey entered into the rec-
ord the tes t imony of a number of 
fo re ign l anguage announcers , cen-
sors, moni tors and other s ta t ion 
employes, taken pr iva te ly and 
sworn to by them, to save the t ime 

of p u t t i n g them all on the s t and , 
so t h a t t he h e a r i n g s on th is phase 
of t he commit tee 's invest igat ion 
could be concluded. He also p u t 
Ralph Weil, m a n a g e r of WOV, 
and Wil l iam I. Moore, a s s i s t an t 
m a n a g e r of W B N X , briefly on the 
s t and to complete the tes t imony on 
m a t t e r s previously developed. 

Ano the r s to ry of alleged illegal 
in te r fe rence by Lee Fa lk , chief of 
the fo re ign l anguage section of the 
OWI ' s rad io division, in the pe r -
sonnel of domestic fore ign lan-
guage b roadcas t ing s ta t ions w a s 
disclosed in the opening sessions of 
the hea r ings on Tuesday. Tes t imony 
by Lido Belli, I t a l i an l a n g u a g e 
producer and t ime broker , and 
documenta ry evidence f r o m the 
F C C files, pu rpo r t ed t h a t Mr. Belli 
w a s deprived of his r i g h t to engage 
in broadcas t ing act ivi t ies f o r nine 
months , cost ing him some $90,000, 
and rega ined his r i g h t to control 
his business only a f t e r he had 
agreed to d ischarge his f o r m e r em-
ployes and to h i re persons proposed 
by Mr. F a l k and Alan Crans ton , 
Fa lk ' s super ior a t OWI. 

Born in I t a ly in 1904, Relli 
Rizeri came to th is count ry in 192G, 
t ak ing t he profess ional n a m e of 
Lido Belli when he entered radio 
as an announcer in 1931. In 1933 
he s t a r t ed Lido Belli Radio Produc-
t ions Inc., buying about five hours a 
day on W B N X New York and re-
ta i l ing it f o r commercial p r o g r a m s 
and announcements b roadcas t in 
I t a l i an . 

Dec. 9, 1941, two days a f t e r 
Pear l H a r b o r , he w a s picked up by 
government agen t s and detained 
two weeks a t El l is Is land, a f t e r 
which he w a s released on tem-
p o r a r y paro le to W. C. Alcorn, 
genera l m a n a g e r of W B N X . A 
month la te r the reviewing section, 
Alien E n e m y Control Uni t , Dept . 
of Jus t ice , repor ted t h a t i t had 
found "no evidence to indicate any 
Fasc i s t s y m p a t h y on the p a r t of 
the alien or a n y an t i -Amer ican 

WORD OF PRAISE 
For Broadcasting's Coverage of 

Cox Investigation 

E D I T O R , BROADCASTING: 
As c h a i r m a n of t he Public Rela-

tions Committee of the Fore ign 
L a n g u a g e Radio W a r t i m e Control 
and on behalf of t he Committee, I 
wish to t ake th is oppor tun i ty to 
congra tu la t e BROADCASTING Maga-
zine on the very capable and fac -
tua l m a n n e r in which it is hand l ing 
the r epor t of the invest igat ion of 
the Cox Committee, pa r t i cu l a r ly as 
r e l a t ing to the fore ign l a n g u a g e 
b roadcas t ing field. 

You will note t h a t I say it is ca-
pable and f ac tua l , and I believe it 
calls f o r commendat ion as a ser-
vice to the broadcas t ing i ndus t ry in 
genera l . 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE RADIO W A R T I M E CONTROL 

J O S E P H L A N G ( W H O M ) 
Chairman 
Public Rela t ions 

New York 
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tendencies ," and on J a n . 30, 1942, 
Mr. Belli 's parole w a s made per-
manen t . 

Six months la ter , according to 
the FCC file on Mr. Belli, Lee Fa lk 
sent a memorandum to the Alien 
Enemy Control Uni t , "poin t ing to 
the dangerous n a t u r e of Lido 
Belli 's activit ies. I t w a s based 
mainly on the ana lys i s made by the 
Fore ign Broadcas t Intel l igence 
Service [of the F C C ] and the test i-
mony of Dr. B runor i . " Summoned 
before E d w a r d J . Ennis , director, 
A E C U , Mr. Belli on Aug. 27, 1942, 
agreed to " t empora r i ly cease all r a -
dio b roadcas t ing act ivi ty . This in-
cludes the p r e p a r a t i o n or control 
of any ma te r i a l used in radio broad-
cas t ing or the engag ing by me 
[Bell i ] in any way of a n y act ivi ty 
r e la t ing to rad io b roadcas t ing . " 

OWI Renewed Charges 
Unt i l he w a s finally re leased f r o m 

th is prohibi t ion in May of th i s year , 
Mr. Belli testified, his secre ta ry 
and Mr. Alcorn handled his finan-
cial a f f a i r s f o r him. Mr. Garey 
read into the record memoranda 
f r o m E. K. J e t t , chief engineer of 
the Commission, to F C C Cha i rman 
J a m e s Lawrence Fly, t r a n s m i t t i n g 
moni tor ing repor t s of I t a l i an lan-
guage p r o g r a m s on W B N X , total-
ing a t t h a t t ime about 132 hours 
a month . 

Analyses of t he Sunday a f t e r -
noon Italian Varieties, made in 
March, revealed t h a t the news all 
came f r o m Uni ted Nat ions sources 
and t h a t " the p r o g r a m seems 
harmless . " In May, however, a f t e r 
Mr. F a l k had wr i t t en to N a t h a n 
David, F C C ass i s t an t genera l a t -
torney, t h a t "quick action is neces-
s a r y " on Mr. Belli, Mr. J e t t re-
por ted t h a t a s tudy of the news-
cas ts on the Morning Parade, a 
weekday W B N X p r o g r a m wi th 20 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g sponsors, indicated 
t h a t the announcer wan ted " the 
public to believe t h a t the Axis pow-
ers m a y not f a r e so badly ." All bu t 
t h ree of the 18 b roadcas t s studied 
concluded wi th an "ominous note f o r 
the All ies," the r epo r t s ta ted . Both 
of these p r o g r a m s were announced 
by Mr. Belli and his a s s i s t an t 
Hugo Ner i , the repor t said, adding 
t h a t Gaetano Salvemini , professor 
of I t a l i an h i s to ry a t H a r v a r d , had 
charged Mr. Ner i with Fasc i s t 
tendencies. 

O-C In te res ted in Case 

Dr. Nicola Brunor i , on whose 
tes t imony aga in s t Mr. Belli Mr. 
Fa lk had relied in his own charges 
to the A E C U , was described by Mr . 
Belli as a doctor who had come to 
him with an idea f o r a nu t r i t ion 
p r o g r a m , f o r which Mr. Belli gave 
h im a daily qua r t e r -hour of the 
t ime Mr. Belli purchased f r o m the 
s ta t ion. S t a t i n g t h a t he had almost 
daily a r g u m e n t s wi th Dr . Brunor i 
about the l a t t e r ' s hab i t of r u n n i n g 
several minu tes over his allotted 

(Continued on page 56) 


